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before our period comes to an end, had taken Ceylon from them.
The main interest of the Dutch centred in the Malay Archi-
pelago, and there they succeeded in seizing Pulo Run and
Amboyna from the English, who retained only a few stations
of minor importance, such as at Bantam and Bencoolen. The
East India Company, therefore, was thrown back, as it were,
upon the mainland of India. There their fortunes largely
depended upon their relations with the native rulers and, in
particular, with the mogul emperor. Realizing this, they sent
to India, as their representative, a traveller already well known
for his explorations of the Amazon—Sir Thomas Roe. His
penetrating insight, solid judgement, and practical sagacity,
combined with a charm of manner that few could resist, enabled
him to secure not only the confirmation of the privileges the
company already possessed at Surat, but also permission for
Englishmen to travel freely into the interior for purposes of
trading. Perhaps even more important was his enunciation of
the policy the company followed for more than half a century.
He was emphatically, opposed to the use offeree to extort trade
concessions. CA war and traffic are incompatible', he wrote,
c... Let this be received as a rule that if you will profit, seek it at
sea, and in quiet trade; for without controversy, it is an error
to affect garrisons and land-wars in India'.1 This policy yielded
most satisfactory results so long as the mogul empire held to-
gether. Gradually other stations were established, including
Fort St. George, which soon became Madras. In the early
1640*5 settlements were made in Bengal, and a factory was set
up at Hughli but did not immediately rival either Surat or
Madras.
The chief imports from the East were spices, calico, raw silk,
indigo, and saltpetre. Of these, contemporaries attached the
greatest importance to spices, of which pepper was most valued,
cloves and nutmegs ranking next. Calico encountered some
opposition at first, because its use would compete with that of
English textiles. Woven silk did not become a very profitable
commodity until Indian weavers had been instructed by Eng-
lishmen. Indigo had then a value out of all proportion to its
worth to-day, and for a long time was one of the staples. Sup-
plies of saltpetre were the more welcome in view of the great
difficulty in securing an adequate supply elsewhere. This com-
1 Cited in W. W. Hunter, The History of British India (1900), ii. 241-2.

